
Common Data Set 2003-2004

A0. Respondent Information: This item collects respondent name and contact information in case questions 
arise. (This information will not be published.) It also requests the Web address of CDSs posted online for 
use by data collectors.

B4. - B21.Graduation Rates: Bachelor’s or equivalent program data may be provided for the fall 1997 cohort else the 
fall 1996 cohort depending upon the timing of the data request and the availability of the data. Likewise for 
two-year institutions, data may be provided for the 2000 cohort else the 1999 cohort.

E4. - E8. Library Collections:  This item now references questions and definitions used in the most recent Academic 
Libraries Survey.

H. Financial Aid:
Questions were reworded slightly for clarification. The term “gift aid” was replaced with “scholarship or 
grant aid” and “received” was replaced with “awarded.”
In H1, the row heading “State (Scholarship/Grants)” was defined to include scholarships and grants from all 
states, not only the state in which your institution is located.
In H2b, the question was refined to include only students who applied for need-based financial aid.
In H2i, financial aid awarded in excess of need is to be excluded.
H2A “Number of Enrolled Students Awarded Non-need-based Scholarships and Grants” was refined to 
include only institutional aid.

J. Degrees Conferred: CIP 2000’s two-digit categories are now listed alongside those for CIP 1990.

B. Enrol
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A0 Respondent Information (Not for Publication)
A0 Name:
A0 Title:
A0 Office:
A0 Mailing Address:
A0 City/State/Zip/Country:
A0 Phone:
A0 Fax:
A0 E-mail Address:
A0 Are your responses to the CDS posted for reference on your institution's Web site? Yes No

A0 If yes, please provide the URL of the corresponding Web page:

A1 Address Information
A1 Name of College/University:
A1 Mailing Address:
A1      City/State/Zip/Country:
A1 Street Address (if different):
A1      City/State/Zip/Country:
A1 Main Phone Number:
A1 WWW Home Page Address:
A1 Admissions Phone Number:
A1 Admissions Toll-Free Phone Number:
A1 Admissions Office Mailing Address:
A1      City/State/Zip/Country:
A1 Admissions Fax Number:
A1 Admissions E-mail Address:
A1 Is there a separate URL application 

site on the Internet? If so, please 
specify:

A2
A2 Public
A2 Private (nonprofit)
A2 Proprietary

A3 Classify your undergraduate institution:
A3 Coeducational college
A3 Men's college
A3 Women's college

A4 Academic year calendar:
A4 Semester
A4 Quarter
A4 Trimester
A4 4-1-4
A4
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B1

B1
B1 Men Women Men Women
B1 Undergraduates
B1 Degree-seeking, first-time 

freshmen
B1 Other first-year, degree-seeking 
B1 All other degree-seeking
B1 Total degree-seeking 0 0 0 0
B1 All other undergraduates enrolled 

in credit courses
B1 Total undergraduates 0 0 0 0
B1 First-Professional
B1 First-time, first-professional 

students
B1 All other first-professionals
B1 Total first-professional 0 0 0 0
B1 Graduate
B1 Degree-seeking, first-time
B1 All other degree-seeking
B1 All other graduates enrolled in 

credit courses
B1 Total graduate 0 0 0 0
B1 0
B1 0
B1 0

B2

B2
Degree-Seeking

First-Time
First Year

Degree-Seeking
Undergraduates 
(include first-time 

first-year)

Total
Undergraduates 

(both degree- and 
non-degree-

seeking)

B2
B2
B2
B2
B2
B2
B2
B2 0 0 0

Persistence
B3
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B3 Associate degrees
B3 Bachelor's degrees
B3 Postbachelor's certificates
B3 Master's degrees
B3 Post-Master's certificates
B3 Doctoral degrees
B3 First professional degrees
B3 First professional certificates

Graduation Rates

Fall 1997 Cohort

B4

B5

B6
0

B7

B8

B9

B10 0
B11 #DIV/0!

Fall 1996 Cohort

B4

B5

Of the initial 1997 cohort, how many completed the program in more than four years 
but in five years or less (after August 31, 2001 and by August 31, 2002): 

Of the initial 1997 cohort, how many completed the program in more than five years but 
in six years or less (after August 31, 2002 and by August 31, 2003): 

Total graduating within six years (sum of questions B7, B8, and B9): 
Six-year graduation rate for 1997 cohort (question B10 divided by question B6): 

The items in this section correspond to data elements collected by the IPEDS Web-based Data Collection 
System's Graduation Rate Survey (GRS). For complete instructions and definitions of data elements, see 
the IPEDS GRS instructions and glossary on the 2003 Web-based survey.

For Bachelor's or Equivalent Programs

Report for the cohort of full-time first-time bachelor's (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 
students who entered in fall 1996. Include in the cohort those who entered your institution during the 
summer term preceding fall 1996.

Please provide data for the fall 1997 cohort if available. If fall 1997 cohort data are 
not available, provide data for the fall 1996 cohort.

Report for the cohort of full-time first-time bachelor's (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 
students who entered in fall 1997. Include in the cohort those who entered your institution during the 
summer term preceding fall 1997.
Initial 1997 cohort of first-time, full-time bachelor's (or equivalent) degree-seeking 
undergraduate students; total all students:
Of the initial 1997 cohort, how many did not persist and did not graduate for the 
following reasons: death, permanent disability, service in the armed forces, foreign aid 
service of the federal government, or official church missions; total allowable 
exclusions: 
Final 1997 cohort, after adjusting for allowable exclusions: (subtract question B5 from 
question B4)
Of the initial 1997 cohort, how many completed the program in four years or less (by 
August 31, 2001): 
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B6
0

B7

B8

B9

B10 0
B11 #DIV/0!

For Two-Year Institutions

2000 Cohort
B12
B13

B14
0

B15
B16
B17
B18

B19
B20
B21

1999 Cohort
B12
B13

B14
0

B15
B16
B17
B18

B19
B20
B21

Retention Rates

Total transfers to four-year institutions: 

Completers of programs of at least two but less than four years (total): 
Completers of programs of at least two but less than four-years within 150 percent of 
normal time: 
Total transfers-out (within three years) to other institutions: 
Total transfers to two-year institutions: 

Of the initial 2000 cohort, how many did not persist and did not graduate for the 
following reasons: death, permanent disability, service in the armed forces, foreign aid 
service of the federal government, or official church missions; total allowable 
exclusions: 
Final 2000 cohort, after adjusting for allowable exclusions (Subtract question B13 from 
question B12):
Completers of programs of less than two years duration (total): 
Completers of programs of less than two years within 150 percent of normal time: 

Final 1996 cohort, after adjusting for allowable exclusions: (subtract question B5 from 
question B4)

Of the initial 1996 cohort, how many completed the program in more than four years 
but in five years or less (after August 31, 2000 and by August 31, 2001): 

Of the initial 1996 cohort, how many completed the program in four years or less (by 
August 31, 2000): 

Of the initial 1999 cohort, how many did not persist and did not graduate for the 
following reasons: death, permanent disability, service in the armed forces, foreign aid 
service of the federal government, or official church missions; total allowable 
exclusions: 
Final 1999 cohort, after adjusting for allowable exclusions (Subtract question B13 from 
question B12):

Completers of programs of less than two years duration (total): 
Completers of programs of less than two years within 150 percent of normal time: 

Of the initial 1996 cohort, how many completed the program in more than five years but 
in six years or less (after August 31, 2001 and by August 31, 2002): 

Total graduating within six years (sum of questions B7, B8, and B9): 
Six-year graduation rate for 1996 cohort (question B10 divided by question B6): 

Initial 1999 cohort, total of first-time, full-time degree/certificate-seeking students: 

Please provide data for the 2000 cohort if available. If 2000 cohort data are not 
available, provide data for the 1999 cohort.

Initial 2000 cohort, total of first-time, full-time degree/certificate-seeking students: 

Total transfers to four-year institutions: 

Completers of programs of at least two but less than four years (total): 
Completers of programs of at least two but less than four-years within 150 percent of 
normal time: 
Total transfers-out (within three years) to other institutions: 
Total transfers to two-year institutions: 
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B22

Report for the cohort of all full-time, first-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 
students who entered in fall 2002 (or the preceding summer term). The initial cohort may be adjusted for 
students who departed for the following reasons: death, permanent disability, service in the armed forces, 
foreign aid service of the federal government or official church missions. No other adjustments to the initial 
cohort should be made.
For the cohort of all full-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 
students who entered your institution as freshmen in fall 2002 (or the preceding 
summer term), what percentage was enrolled at your institution as of the date your 
institution calculates its official enrollment in fall 2003? 
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Applications
C1

C1
C1

C1
C1

C1
C1

C1
C1

C2

Yes No
C2
C2
C2
C2
C2

Admission Requirements
C3 High school completion requirement
C3

C3

C3

C4

C4
C4
C4

C5

C5 Units
Required

Units
Recommended

C5 Total academic units
C5 English
C5
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C5     Of these, units that must be 
    lab

C5 Foreign language
C5 Social studies
C5 History
C5 Academic electives
C5 Other (specify)

Basis for Selection
C6

C6
C6
C6
C6
C6

C7

C7 Very Important Important Considered Not Considered

C7 Academic
C7 Secondary school record
C7 Class rank
C7 Recommendation(s)
C7 Standardized test scores
C7 Essay
C7 Nonacademic
C7 In onacademic
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C8A SAT I or ACT (no preference)
C8A SAT I or ACT--SAT I preferred
C8A SAT I or ACT--ACT preferred
C8A SAT I and SAT II
C8A SAT I and SAT II or ACT
C8A SAT II

C8A
C8A Yes No
C8A Placement

C8A Counseling

C8B

C8B
C8B Require Recommend Require for Some

C8B SAT I
C8B SAT II
C8B ACT
C8B SAT I or ACT

C8C

C8C

C8D

C8D

Freshman Profile

C9

C9
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C9 700-800
C9 600-699
C9 500-599
C9 400-499
C9 300-399
C9 200-299

Totals should = 100% 0.00% 0.00%
C9 ACT Composite ACT English ACT Math
C9 30-36
C9 24-29
C9 18-23
C9 12-17
C9 6-11
C9 Below 6

Totals should = 100% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
C10

C10
C10
C10 Top half + 
C10 bottom half = 100%
C10
C10

C11

C11
C11
C11
C11

0.00%
C12

C12

Admission Policies
C13 Application Fee
C13 Yes No
C13 Does your institution have an 

application fee?
C13 Amount of application fee:
C13 Yes No
C13 Can it be waived for applicants 

with financial need?

C14 Application closing date
C14 Yes No
C14 Does your institution have an 

application closing date?
C14 Application closing date (fall):  
C14 Priority date:  

Percent who had GPA between 2.0 and 2.99
Percent who had GPA between 1.0 and 1.99
Percent who had GPA below 1.0

Average high school GPA of all degree-seeking, first-time, first-year 
(freshman) students who submitted GPA:  
Percent of total first-time, first-year (freshman) students who 
submitted high school GPA:  

Percentage of all enrolled, degree-seeking, first-time, first-year (freshman) students who had high school 
grade-point averages within each of the following ranges (using 4.0 scale).  Report information only for 
those students from whom you collected high school GPA.

Percent in top tenth of high school graduating class
Percent in top quarter of high school graduating class
Percent in top half of high school graduating class
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C15 Yes No
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Fall Applicants
D1 Yes No
D1

D1

D2

D2
Applicants

Admitted 
Applicants

Enrolled 
Applicants

D2 Men
D2 Women
D2 Total 0 0 0

D3
D3 Fall
D3 Winter
D3 Spring
D3 Summer

D4 Yes No
D4

D4

D5
D5 Required of All

Recommended
of All

Recommended
of Some

Required of Some Not Required

D5 High school transcript
D5 College transcript(s)
D5 Essay or personal 

statement
D5 Interview
D5 Standardized test scores
D5 Statement of good standing 

from prior institution(s)

D6

D. TRANSFER ADMISSION

Provide the number of students who applied, were admitted, and enrolled as degree-seeking transfer 
students in fall 2003.

Indicate all items required of transfer students to apply for admission:

If a minimum high school grade point average is required of 
transfer applicants, specify (on a 4.0 scale):

Does your institution enroll transfer students?  (If no, 
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D7

D8

D9

D9 Priority Date Closing Date Notification Date Reply Date Rolling 
Admission

D9 Fall
D9 Winter
D9 Spring
D9 Summer

D10 Yes No
D10

D11

D12

D13 Number Unit Type
D13

D14 Number Unit Type
D14

D15

D16

D17

Maximum number of credits or courses that may be 
transferred from a two-year institution: 

Maximum number of credits or courses that may be 
transferred from a four-year institution:  

Minimum number of credits that transfers must complete at 
your institution to earn an associate degree:

Minimum number of credits that transfers must complete at 
your institution to earn a bachelor’s degree:  

Describe other transfer credit policies:

Does an open admission policy, if reported, apply to 
transfer students?

Describe additional requirements for transfer admission, if applicable: 

Transfer Credit Policies
Report the lowest grade earned for any course that may be 
transferred for credit:  

List any other application requirements specific to transfer applicants:

List application priority, closing, notification, and candidate reply dates for transfer students. If applications 
are reviewed on a continuous or rolling basis, place a check mark in the “Rolling admission” column.

If a minimum college grade point average is required of 
transfer applicants, specify (on a 4.0 scale):
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F1

F1 First-time, first-year 
(freshman) 
students 

Undergraduates

F1

F1
F1
F1

F1
F1
F1
F1

F2
F2 Choral groups
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F4 Apartments for married students

F4 Apartments for single students
F4 Special housing for disabled 

students

F4 Special housing for international 
students

F4 Fraternity/sorority housing
F4 Cooperative housing
F4 Other housing options (specify):
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G1

G1 First-Year Undergraduates
G1 PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS

Tuition:
G1 PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

Tuition:
    In-district

G1 PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 
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G2

G3 Yes No
G3

G4
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H1 2003-2004 
estimated

2002-2003 
final

H1

H3
H3
H3
H3

H1
Need-based $ 
(Include non-need-
based aid used to 

meet need.)

Non-need-
based $      

(Exclude non-need-
based aid used to 

meet need.)

H1
H1
H1

H1

H1

H1 $0 $0
H1
H1
H1
H1

H1 $0 $0
H1
H1
H1

H1

Federal methodology (FM)
Institutional methodology (IM)

State (i.e., all states, not only the state in which your institution is 
located)
Institutional (endowment, alumni,  or other institutional awards) and 
external funds awarded by the college excluding athletic aid and tuition 
waivers (which are reported below)

Scholarships/grants from external sources (e.g., Kiwanis, National 
Merit) not awarded by the college

Total Scholarships/Grants

H. FINANCIAL AID

Scholarships/Grants
Federal

Both FM and IM

Which needs-analysis methodology does your institution use in awarding institutional aid?

Total Self-Help
Other
Parent Loans
Tuition Waivers
Reporting is optional. Report tuition waivers in this row if you choose to report them. Do 
not report tuition waivers elsewhere.

Self-Help
Student loans from all sources (excluding parent loans)
Federal Work-Study
State and other (e.g., institutional) work-study/employment (Note: 
Excludes Federal Work-Study captured above.)

Athletic Awards

Aid Awarded to Enrolled Undergraduates
Enter total dollar amounts awarded to enrolled full-time and less than full-time degree-seeking 
undergraduates (using the same cohort reported in CDS Question B1, “total degree-seeking” 
undergraduates) in the following categories. (Note: If the data being reported are final figures for the 2002-
2003 academic year (see the next item below), use the 2002-2003 academic year's CDS Question B1 
cohort.) Include aid awarded to international students (i.e., those not qualifying for federal aid). Aid that is 
non-need-based but that was used to meet need should be reported in the need-based aid columns. 
(For a suggested order of precedence in assigning categories of aid to cover need, see the entry for 
“non-need-based scholarship or grant aid” on the last page of the definitions section.)

Indicate the academic year for which data are reported for items H1, 
H2, H2A, and H6 below:
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H2

H2 First-time
Full-time

Freshmen

Full-time
Undergraduate
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H13
H13
H13
H13
H13
H13
H13
H13
H13

H14
H14 Non-Need Based Need-Based
H14
H14
H14
H14
H14
H14
H14
H14
H14
H14
H14 State/district residency

Job skills
ROTC
Leadership
Minority status

Academics

Music/drama
Religious affiliation

Alumni affiliation
Art
Athletics

NEED-BASED:
Federal Pell
SEOG
State scholarships/grants
Private scholarships
College/university scholarship or grant aid from institutional funds
United Negro College Fund
Federal Nursing Scholarship

Check off criteria used in awarding institutional aid. Check all that apply. 

Other (specify):
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I1

I1 Full-Time Part-Time Total
I1 a)
I1 b)
I1 c)
I1 d)
I1 e)

I1
f)

I1
g)

I1 h)

I1 i)

I2

I2 to 1.

Minority faculty:  includes faculty who designate themselves as black, non-Hispanic; American Indian or Alaskan 
native; Asian or Pacific Islander; or Hispanic.

Doctorate:  includes such degrees as Doctor of Education, Doctor of Juridical Science, Doctor of Public Health, and 
Doctor of Philosophy degree in any field such as agronomy, food technology, education, engineering, public 
administration, ophthalmology, or radiology.

First-professional:
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I3

I3

I3
I3 2-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 100+



Common Data Set 2003-2004





Common Data Set 2003-2004

CDS Definitions Page 2

Certificate: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma.
Class rank: The relative numerical position of a student in his or her graduating class, calculated by the high 
school on the basis of grade-point average, whether weighted or unweighted.
College-preparatory program: Courses in academic subjects (English, history and social studies, foreign 
languages, mathematics, science, and the arts) that stress preparation for college or university study. 

Common Application: The standard application form distributed by the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals for a large number of private colleges who are members of the Common Application Group.

*Community service program: Referral center for students wishing to perform volunteer work in the 
community or participate in volunteer activities coordinated by academic departments.
Commuter: A student who lives off campus in housing that is not owned by, operated by, or affiliated with the 
college. This category includes students who commute from home and students who have moved to the area 
to attend college. 
Contact hour: A unit of measure that represents an hour of scheduled instruction given to students. Also 
referred to as clock hour.
Continuous basis (for program enrollment): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions 
that enroll students at any time during the academic year. For example, a cosmetology school or a word 
processing school might allow students to enroll and begin studies at various times, with no requirement that 
classes begin on a certain date.
Cooperative housing: College-owned, -operated, or -affiliated housing in which students share room and 
board expenses and participate in household chores to reduce living expenses.
Cooperative (work-study plan) program: A program that provides for alternate class attendance and 
employment in business, industry, or government.
*Counseling service: Activities designed to assist students in making plans and decisions related to their 
education, career, or personal development.
Credit: Recognition of attendance or performance in an instructional activity (course or program) that can be 
applied by a recipient toward the requirements for a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award.
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Doctoral degree: The highest award a student can earn for graduate study. The doctoral degree classification 
includes such degrees as Doctor of Education, Doctor of Juridical Science, Doctor of Public Health, and the 
Doctor of Philosophy degree in any field such as agronomy, food technology, education, engineering, public 
administration, ophthalmology, or radiology. For the Doctor of Public Health degree, the prior degree is 
generally earned in the closely related field of medicine or in sanitary engineering.

Double major: Program in which students may complete two undergraduate programs of study 
simultaneously.
Dual enrollment: A program through which high school students may enroll in college courses while still 
enrolled in high school. Students are not required to apply for admission to the college in order to participate.

Early action plan: An admission plan that allows students to apply and be notified of an admission decision 
well in advance of the regular notification dates. If admitted, the candidate is not committed to enroll; the 
student may reply to the offer under the college’s regular reply policy.
Early admission: A policy under which students who have not completed high school are admitted and enroll 
full time in college, usually after completion of their junior year.
Early decision plan: A plan that permits students to apply and be notified of an admission decision (and 
financial aid offer if applicable) well in advance of the regular notification date. Applicants agree to accept an 
offer of admission and, if admitted, to withdraw their applications from other colleges. There are three possible 
decisions for early decision applicants: admitted, denied, or not admitted but forwarded for consideration with 
the regular applicant pool, without prejudice.
English as a Second Language (ESL): 
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Open admission: Admission policy under which virtually all secondary school graduates or students with 
GED equivalency diplomas are admitted without regard to academic record, test scores, or other 
qualifications.
Other expenses (costs): Include average costs for clothing, laundry, entertainment, medical (if not a required 
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Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): Special consideration given in the admission 
process for affiliation with a certain church or faith/religion, commitment to a religious vocation, or observance 
of certain religious tenets/lifestyle. 
*Religious counseling: One-on-one or group counseling with trained professionals for students who want to 
explore religious problems or issues.
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Unit: a standard of measurement representing hours of academic instruction (e.g., semester credit, quarter 
credit, contact hour).
Undergraduate: A student enrolled in a four- or five-year bachelor’s degree program, an associate degree 
program, or a vocational or technical program below the baccalaureate.
*Veteran’s counseling: Helps veterans and their dependents obtain benefits for their selected program and 
provides certifications to the Veteran’s Administration. May also provide personal counseling on the transition 
from the military to a civilian life.
*Visually impaired: Any person whose sight loss is not correctable and is sufficiently severe as to adversely 
affect educational performance.
Volunteer work (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students for activity done on a 
volunteer basis (e.g., tutoring, hospital care, working with the elderly or disabled) as a service to the 
community or the public in general.
Wait list: List of students who meet the admission requirements but will only be offered a place in the class if 
space becomes available. 
Weekend college: A program that allows students to take a complete course of study and attend classes only 
on weekends. 
White, non-Hispanic: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the 
Middle East (except those of Hispanic origin).
*Women’s center: Center with programs, academic activities, and/or services intended to promote an 
understanding of the evolving roles of women.
Work experience (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students who have been employed 
prior to application, whether for relevance to major, demonstration of employment-related skills, or as 
explanation of student’s academic and extracurricular record.

Financial Aid Definitions

Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of the institutionally required financial aid 
applications/forms, such as the FAFSA. 
Indebtedness: Aggregate dollar amount borrowed through any loan programs (federal, state, subsidized, 
unsubsidized, private, etc.; excluding parent loans) while the student was enrolled at an institution. Student 
loans co-signed by a parent are assumed to be the responsibility of the student and should be included.

Institutional and external funds: Endowment, alumni, or external monies for which the institution determines 
the recipient or  the dollar amount awarded.
Financial need: As determined by your institution using the federal methodology and/or your institution's own 
standards. 
Need-based aid: College-funded or college-administered award from institutional, state, federal, or other 
sources for which a student must have financial need to qualify. This includes both institutional and 
noninstitutional student aid (grants, jobs, and loans).
Need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants from institutional, state, federal, or other 
sources for which a student must have financial need to qualify.
Need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs  from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a 
student must demonstrate financial need to qualify.
Non-need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants, gifts, or merit-based aid from 
institutional, state, federal, or other sources (including unrestricted funds or gifts and endowment income) 
awarded solely on the basis of academic achievement, merit, or any other non-need-based reason. When 
reporting questions H1 and H2, non-need-based aid that is used to meet need should be counted as need-
based aid. 
Note: Suggested order of precedence for counting non-need money as need-based:
Non-need institutional grants
Non-need tuition waivers
Non-need athletic awards



Common Data Set 2003-2004

CDS Definitions Page 8

Non-need federal grants
Non-need state grants
Non-need outside grants
Non-need student loans
Non-need parent loans
Non-need work
Non-need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, or other sources for which a student 
need not demonstrate financial need to qualify.
Scholarships/grants from external sources: Monies received from outside (private) sources that the 
student brings with them (e.g., Kiwanis, National Merit scholarships). The institution may process paperwork to 
receive the dollars, but it has no role in determining the recipient or the dollar amount awarded.

Work study and employment: Federal and state work study aid, and any employment packaged by your 
institution in financial aid awards.


	CDS-CHANGES
	CDS-A
	CDS-B
	CDS-C
	CDS-D
	CDS-E
	CDS-F
	CDS-G
	CDS-H
	CDS-I
	CDS-J
	CDS Definitions

